Jesus tells a parable about a farmer scattering seeds. There are
four types of soil: the path, the rocky ground; the thorns, and
the rich soil. The seeds correspondingly are snatched away by
the birds, scorched by the sun in shallow ground, choked by
the thorns, or bear an abundant harvest. We are called to
consider carefully the parable.

The purpose of parables is explained: they reveal the secrets of
the Kingdom to the disciples but not to others. When they are
received, much more is given – blessing from God. When they
are refused, all is taken away – a judgment from God. The
background to this reality is the ministry of the prophet Isaiah,
who preached the Word of God to a hard-hearted people
(Isaiah 6). Though all have the ability to see and hear the
secrets, not all choose to, because a hardened heart prevents
understanding and therefore reception of the Kingdom,
otherwise they would indeed be received. But those who have
heard and received are greatly blessed. Many prophets and
righteous men longed to see and hear such things but did not.

The parable of the seeds is explained. There are four responses:
 when someone hears the message of the kingdom and
does not understand, the evil one comes and snatches
away what was sown in the heart – the seed on the path.
 when someone receives the word joyfully, but it takes no
root because of trouble and persecution, the joy does not
last, and they fall away –the seed on rocky places.
 when someone receives the word, but the worries of this
life and deceitful concerns for wealth consume them
they do not bear fruit –the seed among thorns.
 when someone understands and receives the word they
bear abundant fruit for the Kingdom – the seed on rich
soil producing bountiful crops.

We are not responsible for bringing people into God’s Kingdom. Only Jesus makes that
possible. Our task in a lost world is to be busy sowing the seed. Be indiscriminate. But don’t be
careless. People are lost without Christ. But that’s precisely why God sent him into the world,
sent him to the cross, and raised him from the dead. That same power is at work when we sow
the gospel seed.
Humility is the antidote to hard-heartedness. Isaiah prophesied God’s word will not return to
him void (Is 55:11) – it will always be effective, bringing, as this parable has ultimately described,
judgment or blessing.

1. Why do you think the message of the gospel meets such a ‘mixed’ reception? Do
you think the gospel may have lost its power?

2. Jesus used parables as a distinctive means of teaching people. What does he
explain is the purpose of the parables (v 11, see also Matt 11:25)?

3. Though all have the ability to receive Jesus’ teaching, not all choose to. What are
the two possible outcomes for those listening (v 12)?

4. Why don’t some people receive Jesus’ teaching (v 15, see also Isaiah 6:9-10)?

5. What importance does Jesus place on his teaching (vv 16-17, see also 1 Peter 1:1012)?

6. What’s the seed (v 3, 19)?

7. Note the four soils Jesus identifies in vv 1-9. Match the corresponding
explanations in vv 18-23.

8. List all the things that the passage tells you about what God is like.

9. List all the things the passage tells you about what we are like.

10. What has Jesus done that deals with the contrasts between what God is like and
what we are like?

11. How much of a barrier do you think our 21st culture is in our promoting the
gospel? Do you think Jesus’ categories about responding the Word of God still
apply today?

12. What do you think is the crop (v 23) that results from those who receive Jesus’
teaching? What would it look like in a believer’s life?

